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This Newsletter is produced in collaboration between Closeburn Parish Church of Scotland 

(Scottish Charity No. SC005624, Cong. No 080436) and Closeburn Community Council. 

Items for future inclusion should be passed to  

Janis Dick 01848 330067 janis@rhinspark.plus.com or Carol Currie, carolnicol68@live.co.uk  
 

We are pleased to include both Community and Church information in this latest 

Autumn Newsletter.   

 

We are pleased to return to delivering these from door to door but will also be 

lodging them on the Church Website and on the local Facebook Pages.   

 

We live during very troubled and troubling times but hope that by working as a 

Community and a Church within the Community, that we all get through these.  

We all wait for the Vaccine that will take us a step closer to some normality but 

realise that normality might be quite different from the ‘Old Normal’. 

 

We hope and pray that you all keep safe and well as we take small steps back to 

the new normal. 
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MESSAGE FROM REV BILL McKENZIE 

Dear Friends, Greetings to you in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Living on my own, as so many others do, I'm really grateful for any family or friends who are able to 

keep in touch. Nevertheless I am developing a rather deep feeling of 'isolation'. 62 years in ministry 

has meant that most of my time has been spent in contact with people, young and old, who resided in 

whatever area I have lived and worked. I'm really heartened by what I observe of the majority of the 

populace, working together to gain a good result over a very insistent virus. Our present day 

individualism however isn't helping. Opinions, attitudes and ideas are always difficult to reconcile. 

 

In Zambia the area I had responsibility for was so large that I had rather infrequent contact with some 

folk. This meant that I had to concentrate on keeping them in mind, and holding them in prayer, 

thanking God that he loved each one of them whatever the dire circumstances of their lives. No one I 

ever met blamed God. He was the one who understood what humans had done to his world. Great 

poverty limited educational provision, poor communication, lack of local health services, would have 

to await the day when others took it on to the share the blessings of their lives. It never ceased to 

amaze me how grateful people were for the simplest things. They always maintained incredible good 

humour and did a lot of exchanging and sharing. It rather shames me now, that I took so much for 

granted. The economic and material issues were so vast that you tended just to accept them as the 

norm. Hunger, poverty, unemployment, health threats, no phones, electricity or public transport, all 

called for an attitude of mind which required folk to be more and more dependent on one another. Our 

handling of the present global predicament will have massive economic repercussions, and I suspect 

that the poorest of the poor will bear the brunt of it. Yet they are probably best able to cope. 

 

It is good that the children are back at school. The teachers deserve a medal for helping the children to 

get back to some form of normality, but it will have thrown their whole curriculum out of order. Not 

so good at the universities and colleges. Let's hope it brings out the best in our students in overcoming 

the frustrations which they will all be facing. Those who provide our services generally are proving 

invaluable. It will be interesting to see if the current experience will result in a re-assessment of each 

one's value to our well-being, and a levelling of appreciation and remuneration. 

 

It's of interest to me that the early Christians engaged in sharing their wealth, their property and skills. 

I've been in contact with such a Christian Bruderhof for about 30 years and have become quite deeply 

moved by their commitment to one another, and the joy and gratitude which they express. 

I'm sure that there are lessons to be learned from them by those of us who profess faith in Jesus as 

Lord of our lives and in God as Father and creator. These are certainly days in which we are needing 

to relearn that the world is not just ours to do what we individually wish for.  

 

Christmas is not so far away.    

Peace and Love be yours  Reverend Bill.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH SERVICES 

On 11th October, the Church resumed Services in the building at 10.00am and will hold Services on 

the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month with Services on 13th, 20th and 27th December during Advent. 

(On-line Services will continue to be available See below). 

Remembrance Sunday falls on 8th November and while we have a Church Service that day, guidance 

is awaited regarding the War Memorial Service.  Facebook and word of mouth will be used to update 

you. 

All Rules will be followed, including Social Distancing (restricted numbers), Sanitisation, Mask 

Wearing, One-way System and No Singing.  
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CHURCH GIVING DAY 

Every Year the Church makes an appeal for 

financial support from our Parish Community.  

This Giving Day results in approximately 25% 

of the Annual Income and it is no 

exaggeration that these donations go a long 

way to making the Church a viable 

proposition. 

The Treasurer previously pointed out that 

despite the Church Building being closed the 

Congregation’s financial obligations remain 

almost unchanged.  With financial 

commitments to the Church Nationally as well 

as maintaining our building. 

The loss of the Sunday Offering equates to 

another 25% of the Congregational Income. 

In addition, during this period it was 

discovered that the Church boiler has reached 

the end of its life and steps are now being 

taken to replace it at a cost of several thousand 

pounds. 

Everything that can or could be done to reduce 

expenditure has been done. 

The Treasurer makes a plea that if you 

consider the Church a part of your community 

and would like it there for your use at some 

stage, that you consider making a donation of 

Giving Day 2020.  Every penny raised will be 

used to maintain its presence. 

Giving day this year is on Wednesday 28th 

October and while the hall is unable to be used 

there will be someone in a car to safely accept 

envelopes.  The times are on the envelope. 

  

 

 

 

 

ON-LINE CHURCH SERVICE 

Since Sunday 22nd March, 2020 the Church 

have had an On-line Church Service available, 

initially through a link being emailed out and 

subsequently through an updated Website – 

www.closeburn.kirkmahoe.churches.org  

To find it go to the website and scroll down 

where you will find the current, and previous 

Services available. These will continue even 

after the Church Building reopens. 

If you would rather be emailed the link, contact 

Janis Dick by the contact details shown on the 

front page. 

 

CHURCH GUILD 

The Guild is not and will not meet until further 

notice and will reopen when safe to do so. 

 

GIVE AS YOU LIVE                

For those who buy “on-line” there is a way to 

support the Church at no cost to you.  Many on-

line retailers will contribute to a charity, such as 

the Church when you purchase from them.  To 

give in this way you would need to register at 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/ and follow the 

registration process.  You will be given a 

chance to choose a Charity in a search box and 

if you type Closeburn Parish Church this will 

find it. 

Once registered if you log in to Give as you live 

and go to your selected store, any purchases 

you make will be recognised and the retailer 

will make a donation to the Church. 

 

CHURCH CONTACTS 

Interim Moderator Rev. William M 

McKenzie, MBE, D.A., 41 Kingholm Road, 

Dumfries DG1 4SR  Tel; 01387 253688,   

mckenzie.dumfries@btinternet.com   

 

Session Clerk Jack Tait, Lilac Cottage, 

Park, DG3 5JP Tel; 01848 331700,    

jack.tait1941@gmail.com  
 

Deaths: 

 

7th April 2020 

Margaret Harkness 

3 Buccleuch Crescent, Thornhill 

 

6th October 2020 

Dorothy McMinn  

19 Ballochan Road, Auldgirth 

 

http://www.closeburn.kirkmahoe.churches.org/
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/
mailto:mckenzie.dumfries@btinternet.com
mailto:jack.tait@tiscali.co.uk
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSEBURN RESILIENCE GROUP 

The Resilience Group continues to operate and 

through their auspices they obtained flowers from 

the Council which were used to brighten up 

Closeburn.  They were assisted by residents who 

‘adopted’ the tubs. 

Main contact; - Sarah Currie Tel; 07921525296 

 

GALA 

Despite having had to cancel the 2020 Gala, 

Sarah, and Carol have not sat on their laurels.  

During the summer they organised competitions 

with prizes. 

The also organised a Book Stall which grew arms 

and legs and has so far raised £800.00 

While the stall might not be out during the winter, 

contact Sarah if you have books etc. or are looking 

for something. 

 

COMMUNITY ORCHARD 

Volunteers wanted   

The Orchard is looking for anyone interested in 

getting involved in developing the community 

orchard next to the church – Contact Jakob 

(jakob.nvlt@yahoo.com/07757144369) if you 

want to help build, grow and harvest things! No 

experience needed.   

We are pleased to report we have succeeded in 

obtaining a grant from SSE Clyde windfarm fund 

to put up a modest ‘garden classroom’ and shed 

with paths and raised beds for the polytunnel so 

there are plenty of things to do and now 

somewhere to hide from the rain or just sit and 

chill!  

Despite lockdown the fruit trees and bushes have 

prospered, and we are now putting up wires along 

the walls to hold branches to give the fruit support 

and maximise the warmth from the bricks to 

encourage future growth. Most of the open area 

has been seeded and strimmed. The polytunnel has 

been a little neglected because of Covid 19 but we 

have seeds and would love to get growing inside. 

So come and join in especially if you are or have 

interested youngsters in your family – but anyone 

is welcome.  

Once the shed and classroom is up we would like 

to get ‘men’s shed ‘activities going but you don’t 

have to be male to join!  - Again, anyone is 

welcome.    
 

CASTLE CRESCENT - PASSIVHAUS HOUSES   

We now have 3 beautiful energy efficient houses in 

Castle Crescent belonging to Closeburn.  If you 

haven’t seen them yet please go round and have a 

nose - they look really good!  We cannot have an 

opening party just yet but will have an ‘event’ when 

possible so that the community can join in this great 

project.    

Despite Covid 19 the tenants all got keys in May 

2020 and have settled in well. So the houses took 12 

months to build and a bit like Grand Designs the 

finishing line kept creeping forward!  We still have 

some annoying snagging to finish which is not 

unusual with new houses. Despite this project has 

already been entered into a National competition. It 

has been short listed for an Innovative Housing 

SURF award and we will find out at Christmas how 

it fairs.     

The cost of building the 3 houses was over £500,000 

with grants coming from the Scottish Land and 

Rural Housing funds, ANCBC and SSE Clyde 

community windfarm funds and Loreburn Housing 

Association. We also have a mortgage from the 

Ecology Building Society that funds energy efficient 

houses. The rents which are at affordable levels will 

pay off the mortgage over 40 years and build a small 

reserve for future repairs. 

So, what next for affordable housing in Closeburn?  

Well we would love to build more homes for locals 

and new residents but for that we need more land.   

If you know of anyone with land (green field sites, 

old steadings or buildings or brown field sites) that 

we could purchase at market rates with or without 

planning permission please get in touch with Jacob.  

(jakob.nvlt@yahoo.com/07757144369) 

 

RED SQUIRRELS WATCH  

NVLT has some modest funding for a group keen to 

encourage red squirrels.  As the ‘Reds’ are native to 

Scotland we need to help them compete against the 

invading greys. If you would like to get involved 

and become part of a local network we can train you 

to observe, report and help reduce the grey 

population so the ‘Reds’ can survive and expand 

their numbers.  

Contact Jakob 

(jakob.nvlt@yahoo.com/07757144369 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jakob.nvlt@yahoo.com/07757144369
mailto:jakob.nvlt@yahoo.com/07757144369
mailto:jakob.nvlt@yahoo.com/07757144369
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

Clyde Wind Farm Dumfries and Galloway Community Fund is open for applications for funding.  

The current application period is: 

Apply by 11th January 2021 for a decision in April. 

Fund Factsheets and applications at 

www.foundationscotland.org.uk/programmes/clydedumfriesandgalloway  

e-mail: office@foundationscotland.org.uk 

Tel: 01557 814927 

Microgrants are also available from this fund of up to £250.00 applied for via the Community 

Council. 

 

Funding is also available to this area from the Annandale and Nithsdale Community Benefit 

Funds, (ANCBC). 

Their website for information and applications is https://ancbc.co.uk/  

Or contact Foundation Scotland as above. 

In addition, smaller grants of up to £500 can be applied for through the Community Council.   

 

The Grants available are for the Closeburn Community Council District so if you have a project 

please consider this funding stream. 

 

VILLAGE HALL 

The Hall Committee regret that the Hall 

remains closed and this is simply due to the 

difficulties caused by the pandemic and the 

need for ongoing sanitisation. 

That said they are happy to report that they 

have taken this opportunity to redecorate the 

Hall so we can all look forward to a bright new 

Hall when we get back to ‘normal’. 

 

SWI 

Again, due to the Pandemic, the SWI, ‘Rural’, 

will not meet in the foreseeable future until it 

is safe and practical to do so. 

 

BENCH AT TRIGONY 

This bench was in a dilapidated state as the 

woodwork had simply rotted.   

Thanks to Robert Bramsiepe it has been 

renovated and brought back into use.   

Thanks, must go to Robert and I am sure folk 

walking and cycling will enjoy the rest and the 

view as a result of Robert’s kind work. 

 

PRIMARY SCHOOL FUNDRAISING 

Fundraising is a little difficult at this particular 

time, whilst we’re unable to hold events in 

person. The school is now registered with 

easyfundraising, so you can raise FREE 

donations for us when you do your everyday 

online shopping. All you have to do is find the 

retailer you want to shop with on the 

easyfundraising website or App, shop as usual 

and the retailer will donate to us when you 

make a purchase – at no extra cost to you!    

Sign up for free at:   

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/clo

seburnps/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_content=s-n3 

 

COMMUNITY BUS 

The Community Bus has restarted its scheduled 

runs on alternative Fridays from Thornhill to 

Dumfries, (Morrisons).   

One Friday via Park, the other via Penpont/ 

Keir/ Glenmidge. 

Although the capacity is limited to 8 for Social 

Distancing reasons, there is plenty capacity, 

particularly on the Park Run. 

This is an ideal service for those less mobile as 

the service is door to door.   

Bus passes are welcomed. 

If you wish to use the Service contact Janis 

Dick on the details show on the front page. 

http://www.foundationscotland.org.uk/programmes/clydedumfriesandgalloway
mailto:office@foundationscotland.org.uk
https://ancbc.co.uk/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/closeburnps/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=s-n3
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/closeburnps/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=s-n3
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/closeburnps/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=s-n3
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Remember FACTS 
for a safer Scotland 

 

 

     

Face 
coverings 

Avoid 

crowded 
places 

Clean your 
hands 

regularly 

Two 

metre 
distance 

Self-isolate and 
book a test if you 
have symptoms 

 

Face Coverings 

• Mandatory on public transport, in shops, in 
certain indoor public places and should be 
worn where distancing is difficult 

• Babies, toddlers and children under 5 
should not wear them 

• Not required where the person cannot put 
on, wear or remove a face covering because 
of any mental or physical illness, 
impairment, or disability and invisible 
disability, people who need to communicate 
with someone who has difficulties 
communicating, or where it will cause severe 
distress for the wearer or person in the care 
of the wearer 

• Should be snug yet comfortable, allowing 
proper breathing while completely covering 
nose and mouth 

• Wash reusable ones after each use 
and bin disposable ones responsibly, 
cleaning hands before and after 
handling 

Avoid Crowded Places 

• Close proximity to others seriously risks 
spreading the virus, even outdoors 

• If somewhere looks busy, leave and try 
again another time 

 

Clean Hands and Surfaces Regularly 

• Wash hands often with soap and 
water for 20+ seconds, especially 
after going out or meeting with 
other households 

• When out, avoid touching hard 
surfaces and sanitise hands frequently 

• Clean surfaces regularly as the virus 
can live on them for 72 hours 

Two Metre Distance 

• Keep 2 metres (6 feet) away from 
others where possible 

• Applies both indoors and outdoors 

• Limited exceptions for public 
transport, hospitality and retail 

• Children under 12 are exempt 

Self-isolate and Book a Test if 
You Have Symptoms 

• If you have  any  coronavirus  symptoms,  you  
and your household should  isolate  and you 
should  book a test straight away  at  
NHSinform.scot or by calling 0800 028 

2816 if you cannot get online 
 


